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MINETY PARISH COUNCIL 
 

Minutes of Annual Parish Meeting held on 25 April 2019 
Venue – Village Hall Minety 

 
Chair  Mr C Cook 
 
Councillors Mr R Hilliar; Mr A Read; Mr G Thorne. 
 
In attendance 
 Ms V Hourihane (Clerk); Stephen Harris (Gigaclear); Richard Williams (Wiltshire 

Council Drainage Officer); Ellen Blacker (Health & Well Being Champion); Charlotte 
Macleod (Minety Community Shop) 

 
Present:        21 members of the public, names were noted. 
   
Meeting commenced at 7.30pm. 
 
 The Chairman welcomed everyone to the meeting and explained the procedure. 
 

1. Apologies accepted by the meeting:  
Were received from Parish Councillors Dupree, D’Ambrosio and Morrison; Wilts Cllr Berry 
and parishioner Mrs G Sim (Craft Group)  

                        
2. Minutes  

The minutes of the previous annual meeting held on 16 April 2018 were read by the 
Chairman, approved by all present as a true and correct record and signed by the 
Chairman. 
 

3. Introduction / Chairman’s Report 
The Chairman commenced by introducing himself as being in post for the administrative 
year May 18 – April 19 and this would be a report of the intervening 12 months.  In May 
18 Cllr Harvey had resigned due to pressure of work, a replacement had come forward, 
Jonathan Sheppard, giving a full complement of Councillors.  The Chairman thanked all the 
Councillors for their support and work during the previous 12 months, along with the 
assistance of Cllr Berry and the clerk.  With a major unsung hero being the Parish Steward, 
Dave Cantly, who clears grips, cleans road signs and deals with minor road repairs on a 
regular basis.  
  
Planning 
It was noted that, whilst the Parish Council is a Statutory Consultee, it has no executive 
authority.  During the year, the Parish Council had considered 35 planning applications, 
with three abutting the Parish boundary.  This year applications were confined, mostly, to 
tree surgery, extensions, variations of conditions and installations of horse walkers, in the 
main uncontroversial, however the application for a Battery Storage Facility for the 
National Grid, not a problem by itself, but this is the fifth such application in the area and 
every one would use Minety as a route for lorries, all the applications were granted.  Two 
farm buildings at the top of Emmett Hill Lane, to be converted to housing, unconnected to 
anywhere and the buildings were ruins, and two further applications for farm buildings to 
housing on Dog Trap Lane, one has been withdrawn and a decision has yet to be made on 
the other.  
 
Village development 
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Many village organisations looking after everybody from under 5s to the over 90s – First 
Tuesday, Minety Helpline, Friday Coffee Morning, Exercise, Art, Flowers, Squash, Tennis, 
WI - actually too many to list them all but thanks to all the organisers and volunteers. 
Many of these volunteer organisations are running short of volunteers to run them 
because of ageing, amongst other things. Younger volunteers are now needed to keep 
them all going.  The meeting was asked look to see if they could assist in any way.  

 
Looking further afield: 
Village Hall and its many functions  
Rugby Club and its Beer Festival had already put us on the Social Map but these now been 
joined by: 
Scrap Heap Challenge 
Minety Music Festival (Colin Laker and Richard Swatton) 
Minety Open Gardens (Kate Gallop) 

 
The Village Shop – but more of that later. 

 

 Annual Clean Up Day 
The 16th Annual Community Clean Up Day had taken place on 6 April, once again 
organised by Jacqui Hampton, who was thanked for her unstinting efforts.  There had 
been many family groups helping with the work, an increase from last year.   All village 
approaches were covered and there resulted in many sack loads of litter collected.  
However, it was noted that within 24 hours there had been at least 2 incidents of fly-
tipping and that the usual detritus from passing cars at the end of a night out had re-
appeared.  Everybody was urged to highlight this in their family, if appropriate, and also to 
report offenders on the police non-emergency phone number (101) if they can provide 
evidence to identify offenders. Fines for littering recently doubled but nobody can apply 
them if the incidents are not reported. 

 
Upper Minety Defibrillator 
Thanks must go to Rachel Brown for her efforts to collect for the installation of 
defibrillators in the Parish. The one at the MPFA has been in place for some while. The 
Parish Council is moving ahead with the one for Upper Minety which will go into the old 
telephone box on Crossing Lane. Like all these things though, it is not as simple as it 
appears – regulations have recently changed and these need to be sorted out and, it is 
hoped, to see action very shortly. Cllr Cook is in touch with the Community Heartbeat 
Trust. 
 
Speed Indicator Devices (SIDSs) 
The Parish now owns two which you have been deployed on the B4040, Silver Street, 
Hornbury Hill and in Upper Minety. It is very hard to confirm scientifically what effect they 
have but from comments received (circumstantial evidence) suggest they are doing good. 
There have been some interesting readings but it was confirmed that the vast majority of 
drivers are driving either within the speed limit or not too far above it. Even on the B4040 
upwards of 90% are below 40mph whilst elsewhere about 95% are below 35 mph. 
 

4. Wiltshire Councillor’s Report 
Cllr Berry had sent his apologies for absence. 
 

5. Stephen Harris (Gigaclear) 
Mr Harris introduced the company to the meeting, explaining that since staring in 
Oxfordshire, Gigaclear had won part of the BDUK contract to improve broadband in rural 
areas. As a company, Gigaclear is happy to liaise with the local community through drop-
ins and parish councils, cabinet locations are dependent on local geography and the 
number of properties to be connected.  Initial introduction of the fibre rollout will entail 
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road works while the pipes are being laid, the details of these roadworks will be available 
on the Wiltshire Council website.  Unfortunately, at this stage, only Upper Minety will be to 
have access to the Gigaclear system, Lower Minety appears to have access to a faster 
system and does not fall within Gigaclear’s remit under the BDUK contract.  Mr Harris took 
questions from the floor and left booklets giving frequently asked questions and contact 
details. 
Mr Harris was thanked for his talk.    
 

6. Richard Williams (Wiltshire Council Drainage Officer) 
Mr Williams update the meeting on the progression of drainage in the parish following on 
from the flooding last May, the third such event over the last ten years.  Studies have 
been made over the affected area sing CCTV, drains have been cleared right through to 
the railway culverts, Network Rail have cleared the culverts by the railway lines.  Mr 
Williams was disappointed that the riparian owners of the ditches which drain the water 
from Silver Street towards the rear of Cantors Way and Station Approach, had not 
maintained the ditches which has resulted in a slow up of drainage from the worst 
effected areas.  The natural drainage in the area is not helped by the lay of the land, 
which is very flat and there is only six feet between the high point and the low point.  
Wiltshire Council is in the process of obtaining match funding from the Environment 
Agency and, once amounts are known, then the extent of improvements can be actioned.  
Meanwhile, as there has been no response from the letters sent by the Parish Council to 
riparian owners, there will be efforts from the Flood Working Group to encourage the 
owners to co-operate in order to protect the area, if there is still no response, the owners 
will be reported to Wiltshire Council who have far more legal powers than the Parish 
Council. 
Mr Williams was thanked for his update.  
 

7. Ellen Blacker (Health and Well Being Champion) 
Mrs Blacker gave a brief overview of her work to the meeting.  These include helping the 
elderly and the vulnerable with issues which include finance, transport and social isolation, 
through the various helplines, link schemes and guiding clients through benefits and 
grants that are available.  During 2018-19, Mrs Blacker had obtained 28 grants from the 
Surviving Winter Grants for those in her area.  Issues that appear to be increasing include 
loneliness, for which Mrs Blacker is looking to re-introduce the “know your neighbour” 
initiative, and dementia, workshops of awareness are being held in the Malmesbury area.  
The meeting was asked if there would be any interest in a new website which would 
collate local clubs and events in the North Wiltshire area.  Mrs Blacker accepted an 
invitation to attend the 1st Tuesday lunch in the near future. 
Mrs Blacker was thanked for her talk.   

 
8. Charlotte Macleod (Minety Community Shop) 

Mrs Macleod updated the meeting on progress to date following on from successful 
fundraising events over the past year.  There will be an open evening on Monday 29 April 
at the school for a more expansive report and ideas for the future.  The goal is to establish 
a community-owned shop, the village questionnaire circulated in 2018 had 392 
respondents of which 97% had confirmed the need for a village shop.  The location would 
be the Old Band Hall on Silver Street, which has utilities in place, owners are supportive 
and it can be purchased, as recommended by the Plunkett Foundation.  The timescales are 
quite tight as by June fundraising, financial planning need to be confirmed, July/ August is 
the key decision point as to whether to continue, if the project is to go forward, then 
August would see shop fitting with the opening date in December.  The target of £120k 
needs to be obtained, £10k has been secured from the Big Lottery, other applications are 
ready to be forwarded once the open.  From local businesses, gifts in kind to the value of 
£20k and from the local community there have been various fundraising schemes and the 
group is looking at a Community Share Scheme – an individual can obtain a share at the 
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cost of £10 a share, up to £5,000.  Forthcoming events include a summer quiz, pop-up 
shops at the Minety Music Festival, an auction in September and engaging where possible, 
with other village activities: Open Gardens, Beer Festival and Rugby 7s.  The key 
challenges being funds, at least £80k is needed to get started and volunteers to help. 
Mrs Macleod was thanked for her talk.   

 
9. Open Forum 

Representatives from local organisations were invited to introduce themselves and give a 
brief report.   
Members of the pre-school reported that following the change in free hours from 15 to 30,  
coupled with a fall in the number of entrants, there had been a dramatic fall in revenue.  
There could be an issue with the rent for the building, the ramp is in need of repair and 
there has been a quote of £6,000.   The group are looking for fundraising ideas.  They 
were recommended to contact Wilts Cllr Chuck Berry as he may be able to direct them to 
funding streams.  
 
Mrs Sim had forwarded a report from the Craft Group to say the numbers have been 
strong this year, averaging 10-18, meetings are published in the Parish Newsletter by Mrs 
Read, no membership is required and all are welcome to attend as often as they wish.  A 
small charge per evening is required to cover costs for room hire, refreshments and 
materials, using around £2.00 a meeting.  Over the last two years, the group has put up a 
small display, of crafts made, in the Church during the Open Gardens event. 
 
Mr Billinghurst reported that the Village Hall continues to provide a focal point for village 
activities, currently there are 20 groups using the main hall and the committee room on a 
regular basis and over the last 12 months there had been 27 one off activities.  It was 
noted that the monthly running costs are around £500, which excludes any major repairs 
or improvements, which last year included the new heating in the main hall.  For the year 
ending Oct 2018, the income was £13.3k and expenditure £10.9k.  There are eight 
committee members managing the village hall which has been on site since 1932. 
 
Mr Hilliar reminded the meeting that there was circuit training every Wednesday at 8pm, 
anyone would be welcome to attend. 
 
There were no further reports from the floor. 
 
The Chairman thanked all those present for attending and, as there were no further 
questions, the meeting was closed. 

 
          Meeting closed at 9:08 pm 
 


